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Michigan News Tersely Told  --  March 1920

     Constantine—Muskrat breeding for their fur is to be given attention by Guy Hamilton, who has purchased a farm near Mendon, about 30 acres of which is marshy land, a favorite haunt of muskrats. He will surround this with a fence in an effort to keep the muskrats on his farm.

     Bessemer—Axel Anderson, caught in falling underground timbers in the Colby mine, was instantly killed.

     Grand Rapids—Thirty-three persons, nurses and attendants at Butterworth Hospital were poisoned by eating corned beef. All recovered within a few days.

     Houghton—Joseph Freeman, 81, the first male white child born in the present city of Flint, where his father was a Methodist missionary, is dead.

     Manton—This village is without lights or adequate water supply because the power dam on Cedar creek has gone out. Muskrats are believed responsible for a break under the splashway.

     Holland—Miss Alice Vanderbrink, living near Waukozoo, suffered a deep gash in her forehead when she cranked the engine attached to a washing machine. The engine backfired and the crank struck her.

     Sault Ste. Marie—It is predicted that the 1920 season of navigation will be late in opening, due to ice conditions. River ice is much heavier than usual for this time of year, and it will take much warm weather to break it up.

     Grand Rapids—Alder Jacobs, 15, a youngster in knee trousers but carrying a loaded 32 caliber revolver, was taken into the police station after the boy had attempted to hold Purvis up. Jacobs struck Purvis over the head with a club and ran. He was captured after a chase of two blocks. Police say he has admitted to several hold ups. 

     Detroit—Henry Russel, vice president and general counsel of the Michigan Central Railway company, died in the Ritz-Carlton hotel, New York city, on the eve of his departure with his wife to France to visit the grave of his son, William, who was killed two years ago while fighting in the aviation forces of the United States army.
     Detroit—Ollie Harper, 48, was killed at the plant of the Motor Products company, when he fell under an ash chute and was partially burned in hot cinders. Harper, who had just finished his first day as an ash shoveler at the plant, started to leave the job when he was reminded that he had failed to bring his shovel. He went back for it but failed to return. His body, with the clothing burned from it, was found lying under the chute by workmen who had been waiting for him to rejoin them.
     Lansing—Another old soldier has been awarded bounty and interest by the award of 1919, to be paid to those who did not receive their original bounties 50 years ago. Steuben Filkins, who is a janitor in a school near Coldwater, was awarded bounty of $150 and interest of $495, a total of $645. He enlisted as a private in Company C of the Eleventh Michigan Infantry in 1865 at Three Waters.

     Scottsville—Charles Smith, residing on a farm at Indian Bridge, was mysteriously shot while watching a fire destroy his home. His son, Fremont, had built a fire in a the range and shortly afterward an explosion. With his clothing afire he plunged into a snow bank. The explosion set the house aflame. Mr. Smith was standing in the snow several rods from the burning building, watching the fire when a piece of lead struck his shoulder. It is believed a hand grenade which hung on the wall had exploded scattering its pieces of shrapnel about.

     Port Huron—Frank Hoffer, Austrian, was fined $600 with an alternative of from six months to one year in prison, for making raisin whiskey.

     Lansing—The epidemic of influenza and pneumonia that has afflicted Michigan since January is at an end, according to Dr. Deacon, epidemic specialist of the State Health Commission. The two diseases caused 3,621 deaths from January 1 to March 1. The total number of cases reported was 53,854.

     Monroe—More than 150 letters addressed to persons in Monroe were destroyed when a mail pouch thrown off a southbound train was but to pieces by another train.
     Minden City—Lois Meredith, 7, daughter of George E., editor of the Minden City Herald, was strangled to death while catching a ride on bob sleighs. Her body was dragged two miles before the tragedy was discovered.

     Detroit—Detroit has had 125 cases of sleeping sickness since last September when the disease was apprehended in this country.

     Morenci—Elias Marks, prominent farmer living four miles east of this city, was fatally injured in an attack by a mad bull. The bull recently seriously injured Mark’s son.

      Cadillac—The Ray Bostick Post of the American Legion is sending Walter Streit to college. He won a Croix de Guerre in France, but lost a hand in a corn shredder after his return home.

     Grand Rapids—The National Spring & Wire company, which refused to grant the demands for wage increase by 150 union machine operators who went on strike, announces the men will not return. Women have been employed.

     Owosso—Joseph Lorenz, a lineman living near Jackson, received 14,000 volts of electricity in his body while at work near Perry, and survives. His hands and one leg were badly burned. He was working on the power line near Perry when he grasped a high voltage cable.

     Menominee—The body of Otto Beyersdorf, the first Menominee man to die overseas in the war, has arrived here from Cordu, Greece. He died in August 1918 of pneumonia while serving in the navy.

     Ann Arbor—Bird experts here have exploded the old myth that the robin is the first bird back from the South in the spring. The first robin is merely a lazy hang-over from last fall. They say he stays until cold weather catches him and then hides in a swamp coming out with the first warm sunshine.
     Watson—Andy Thompson and John Bloom are dead after drinking moonshine whiskey said to have contained wood alcohol. The men were lumberjacks and their death followed a drunker orgy which was participated in by a number of men in the camp after two men appeared with a quantity of moonshine liquor, which they sold for $10 a quart and then disappeared.

     Detroit—Dewey Clauss, alias Jack Dutton, wearing an Army uniform and overseas cap, was locked up as a disorderly person. Ten minutes later an officer passing his cell found Dewey attired in a light gray suit. Examination showed he was wearing three suits, which he had bought a fortnight ago. His story of long Army service was investigated, and because it failed to co-here any better than did his account of his peculiar habits, Dewey got a 60-day sentence.

Grass Lake Debating Team Wins Again  --  March 1920

     At the M.E. church the debating team of the Grass Lake High School, which has been winning every contest for some time, defeated the Ithaca team by the unanimous vote of the judges. The Ithaca team who defended the affirmative were Clarence Cornell, Harold Beebe and Arthur Smith.  The Grass Lake team supporting the negative was composed of Alice Cutler, Glen Chappel and Rolland Brengle.

     The question was: Resolved, That Congress adopt a system of Universal Military Training for all able bodied male citizens between the ages of 18 and 25.

     The Chairman was Dr. C.B. Wilcox. The judges were Prof. Thornton and Mr. Bryant, both of Ann Arbor. Songs by the Intermediate grades and vocal solos by Miss Van Amberg added much to the entertainment.

     Grass Lake’s next appointment will be with St. Johns on March 19. The Grass Lake team will defend the negative. This debate will decide the championship of the Central District of the Michigan High School Debating League.

Catherine Lockwood Bradley  --  Obituary   
     Catherine Lockwood, wife of C.S. Bradley, passed away at her home on Church Street at 12:45 Friday morning, March 19, 1920, after an illness extending over five years. She was born in Grass Lake in 1846 and in 1850 the family went to Honeoye Falls, New York, where she lived until she was married to Mr. Bradley 54 years ago. To this union was born one son and three daughters—Mrs. O.P. Lorance of Inglewood, California, the late Myron Bradley of Lincoln, Nebraska, Vera Bradley and Nellie Bradley. The daughters with their father remain to mourn their loss.

     Mrs. Bradley was a life long member of the church and for many years she was active in church and social work and was most highly respected by all who knew her. Her funeral services were conducted by Rev. H.R. Beatty, her former pastor, at 2 p.m. Sunday and burial was in the East cemetery.
