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Local News  --  Oct. 4, 1928


At the Methodist Sunday school board meeting which met Wednesday evening, plans were made for a Rally Day service to be held Oct. 14. The collection to be given to the director of religious education. Other plans for the coming year were discussed.


One of the meetings on the care of poultry was held at the farm of Ford Wooster last Wednesday with a fair attendance. Leon Todd, a specialist from the Poultry Department of M.S.C. and S.J. Culver, county agent, conducted demonstrations in culling, feeding, housing and sanitation practices.


Mr. and Mrs. Orville Walker are home during the potato harvest vacation in Elba. He has a display at the Farmers State Bank of 19 potatoes weighing 21 pounds, grown by himself with certified seed.


Plans are well underway for the first meeting of the 1928-1929 Grass Lake Community Club, which will be held in Wolfe hall Tuesday evening, Oct. 9. The “feed” for the evening will comprise, among other things, sauer kraut and weenies and assurances are given that each man attending will have all he wants to eat and then some. Tickets for the evening are being sold by various members of the club and those who desire to attend are urged to purchase same early as the attendance will probably be limited. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Taylor and family attended a birthday party Sunday in honor of Mrs. Taylor’s father, Harry Coppernoll, of Fishville. Six other children and their families were present.


A meeting was held Monday evening at the school house for the purpose of reorganizing a women’s volley ball team. About 20 women were present and selected Mss Nina Hilton as manager and Mrs. Bessie Lambert as treasurer. Mrs. Ed Myers, Mrs. Willard Bostedor and Mrs. John Houghton were appointed as a committee to procure a coach. It was decided that new captains would be chosen each week, who would in turn choose sides. On account of the gymnasium floor not being ready, those wishing to play, watch for further announcements,


The Sylvan Center school is making plans for a postal card social to be held Friday evening, Oct. 19, at the Colonial Inn, Sylvan center. Ladies are requested to bring postal cards cut in two, one-half to be sold to the highest bidder and the other to be retained by the lady until all cards are sold. A grab box and short program will also be features of the evening.


Miss Margaret Foster entertained a company of Jackson friends, Tuesday evening. Bridge was the diversion with two tables in play after which a chop-suey supper was served.


Cornelius Kendall quietly celebrated his 83rd birthday anniversary at his home Sept. 24. Mr. Kendall is one of the three surviving Civil War veterans who reside in this village. When not quite 19 years old he enlisted in the 7th Michigan Infantry, Co. C, at Monroe and fought in 17 battles, including the Battle of the Wilderness. Following 18 months of service he was discharged. Mr. Kendall has resided in this vicinity all of his life.

Mrs. Ida Hilton entertained the Ladies Reading Circle at her home Monday evening. It was voted to change the time of meeting from 7:30 to 7:15. The following program was given with Mrs. Hilton in charge: “Autumn” by Mesdames E.W. Hobart and J.K. Glenn; “A Modern Portia” by Miss Edna Dorr; “Don’t Short Change the Little Things of Life” (Edgar Guest) by Mrs. Frances Show; “Ailments Due to Flying” by Miss Elma Holmes.


The Maple Grove Cemetery Association held a meeting Saturday, Sept. 29, and elected the following officers for the ensuing year: President, W.T. Greenwood; Vice-president, John Van Houten; Clerk, W.K. Crafts; Treas., H.J. Knight; new trustee, John Bunker; Re-elected trustees, Eugene Close and W.T. Greenwood.


J.M. Fuller and son Martin, installed an R.C.A. radio in the Frank Cole home last Saturday.


Miss Grace Craft left Saturday for Washington, D.C., where she will enter the General Reed Army Hospital for training. Miss Craft graduated from the Grass Lake High School last June and the past summer has been a reporter for The News.

Mesdames Carrie Corwin, Marcus Preston, Nina Croman and Miss Ella Rose were visitors at the Methodist Home in Chelsea last Friday, and called on Mrs. Fanny Gilbert.


Scherer’s store in Francisco was burglarized some time during Sunday night. Entrance was gained by breaking a window pane out of the office window. Some of the articles found missing consisted of one pair men’s shoes; one flashlight, two watches; one shirt; one Jacket blanket lined; and some R.G. Dun cigars.
Bateese Lake, Rich in Historical Lore  --  Oct. 4, 1928


Bateese Lake, rich in historical lore, the place of the first white settlement in Jackson county, has succumbed to the march of progress and is now being given over to summer resort purposes. Bateese lake is one of the last of the scores of lakes in Jackson county to hear the sound of the carpenter’s hammer as summer homes are built upon its shores. There are other lakes in Jackson county that have not yet been taken over by resorters but they do not have the advantages of beauty and historic lore afforded by Bateese lake.


Bateese lake was the scene of an Indian trading post more than 100 years ago, long before the settlement had been started on the site of the town now Jackson. It was in 1816 that John Baptiste Berrard, a Frenchman, coming to this country from Canada in search of his brother, established a trading post on the lake that was later to bear his name. He married an Indian maid, Mary White, and by many he has been regarded as an Indian. It was difficult for the Indians to pronounce “Baptiste”, so they called him “Bateese” and from this the lake derives its name.

One daughter was born to the trader and his wife and her name was Mary. She married a man named Lrooinger and they lived in a log cabin which they erected a short distance from the home of Bateese. Following the death of his wife Bateese resided with his daughter and her husband.


In 1854 the land was purchased by Patrick Fleming and he later built a house across the road. In 1925 Lloyd Gee bought the land on the west side of the Jackson-Dansville road and he holds the parchment deed issued by President Martin VanBuren.


Several cottages have been built on the lake front by Mr. Gee and others are to be erected. At the rear of the cottages is the Indian trail which extended from Owosso to Jackson. Between this trail and the Jackson-Dansville road is a recreation park which is not fully equipped. It has a tennis court and Mr. Gee plans to add other forms of recreation.


On the spot where Bateese’s trading post was located a stone monument has been erected by the D.A.R. A small marker has also been erected at the grave of Bateese and wife at Nimm’s cemetery.

County Pioneer Dies      October 11, 1928


Edward Jones, a pioneer resident of Jackson county, died at the home of his son, T.B. Jones, of Grass Lake, Thursday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock, death being due to old age, he being past 80 years old.


Mr. Jones was born in England and came to this country with his parents when he was four years old. Deceased was more familiarly known as “Uncle Ned”. For years he resided on a farm in Rives township, the same being acquired by his parents from the government.  His wife, Phoebe Jane Drew, died in 1926. There survive two sons, T.B., of Grass Lake and J.W., of Jackson, also five grandchildren and four great grandchildren. The funeral is to be held from the home of William Jones, of Jackson, with interment in Jones cemetery, Rives.

Alert Garage Man Lands Auto Thief

Just suppose you made a rather sensational capture of an automobile thief and all around bad man and delivered him to the sheriff’s department and then an officer from the sheriff’s department took full credit for the capture. Wouldn’t it make you mad? Of course it would, Fritz Schoening feels just a little bit peeved and here is the reason.


Saturday morning, Fritz Schoening, who runs a garage and filling station just east of the village, was awakened by a motorist who wanted gas. Fritz filled the tank and the man stated that he had no money but would leave his automobile tools as security. Mr. Schoening did not want the tools but suggested that the motorist leave a spare tire. The tire was locked and the man proceeded to break the lock. In the meantime Mr. Schoening was looking over the car and noted that the handle on one door had been wrenched off and that the ignition switch had also been broken. He questioned the motorist as to the ownership of the car and the man declared he had owned it three months. Fritz told him he believed the car had been stolen and he commanded him to wait until he could communicate with the sheriff’s department.

Schoening grabbed a shotgun from a nearby corner to enforce his command. While Fritz was in the act of phoning, the suspected thief jumped in the car and started the motor. Instead of going ahead, however, the car started to back. Schoening ran to the door and covering the driver with the gun forced him from the car. He then went back to the phone whereupon the man started to run away. Mrs. Schoening called her husband and he started in pursuit, calling upon the fleeing man to halt. He did not do so and Fritz fired, some of the shot striking the suspect. However, he soon outdistanced Mr. Schoening, who returned to the garage and called the sheriff. Deputy Riethmiller responded but a search of the immediate vicinity failed to disclose the wanted man.


The officer and Mr. Schoening drove to Grass Lake, the latter driving the abandoned car. Riethmiller, according to Schoening, stated he was going to telephone Jackson for more help. While waiting for the officer Fritz decided to go back and make a quest of his own. He thought the man might be hiding in East Cemetery and his suspicions proved correct for he soon found the suspected thief hiding behind a tomb stone. He made the man prisoner, searched him, and with the help of a passing motorist brought him to the village, where, it is stated, he found the sheriff’s officer still waiting for help. Fritz delivered the prisoner to the county jail.

But the daily papers did not give Fritz credit for making the capture of the man, who is reputed to have a long criminal record. The credit was given Riethmiller. And the sheriff’s officer declares that the story was incorrectly reported by the newspapers. However, Mr. Schoening will receive any reward which is offered for the capture, and this to him is of more importance.

Grass Lake Council Proceedings  


The regular meeting of the village council was called to order on Oct. 2, 1928, by president, R.R. Smith, at 7:15 o’clock p.m. at the Municipal building. Roll calls present—Close, Clark, Rowe, Crafts, McCumsey, Angell. Absent none.

Minutes of the September meeting were read and approved. Two petitions were received from the Ladies Reading Circle, one requesting the Council to take steps to induce the officials of the Detroit, Jackson and Chicago Railway, to make a passenger stop at the East Michigan avenue crossing. The other petition was relative to keeping clean, the creek which runs through the village. McCumsey moved that the D. J. & C. Railway Company be requested to make a passenger stop at the East Michigan avenue crossing. . . McCumsey moved that the village creek be cleaned out. . . 

Community Doing of 44 Years Ago  --  October 1884


All the Presidential candidates except Cleveland are “swinging round the circle” these days and making speeches. Blaine has been having a big time through New York and Ohio during the past week. He is expected in this state as soon as he gets Ohio and Indiana fixed, about the 14th.


A vender of a silver plating preparation who canvassed this village and surrounding country week before last, hired a horse and buggy of B.B. Lammon a week ago Saturday and forgot to return it. It was recovered at Dexter nearly a week later, but the rascal could not be found. The country is full of such sharpers and dead beats and people should be constantly on their guard.

E.S. Cooper is running a fruit-drying establishment at Francisco.


Geo. Graham of Ninevah has purchased a very nice organ.


The Working Mens Concert, billed at Waterloo for Thursday night, did not show, as they got on the wrong road, and did not get here until after the time of the concert.


Yarrington & Bancroft, of Norvell, have bought the wagon shop there, moved it across the street, and will build a fine new store where it stood.


A circular has been issued from Prohibition headquarters at Chicago appointing October 29 as a day of fasting in view of the evils wrought by the liquor traffic.

A very fine Blaine and Logan banner was stretched across the street between the hotel and bank building Tuesday and it shows off to good advantage. It is 30 feet long and 7 feet wide, with a fine portrait of the candidates in the bottom corners on either side. It was manufactured by A. Coye & sons of Grand Rapids, of heavy canvass, and will stand hard usage. It cost $25, raised by voluntary contributions, and is a credit to the Republicans of Grass Lake.


A plaid shawl was recently found in the M.E. church sheds and can be had by calling F.C. Palmer’s house and proving property.


There are in the state of Michigan between 2,500 and 3,500 master horseshoers, employing probably on an average of two men each, making about 7,000 employes, and counting 3,500 employers would make about 10,500 horseshoers in the state.

Grass Lake Wins from E. Jackson   --  October 18, 1928


Once more the squad entered the gridiron with a fighting spirit that has come from a defeat handed them by Brooklyn 11. They hoped to add one more victory to their calendar and if possible this game. This was done by a majority score.


With the blow of the whistle the game started. East Jackson kicked off. It started in a very interesting way with Beemer and Snyder both making a long run. A touchdown for Grass Lake was made by Beemer and a pass from Willis to Rutledge made a point. Grass Lake kicked off. A fumble on the part of East Jackson made it possible for Moeckel to make a touchdown. The pass failed. Later by means of a pass Wiedman made his first touchdown and a pass from Willis to Beemer made an extra point. Grass Lake kicked off. When the ball was passed to an EJ man, Kendall ran through the line and downed the man in the place where he caught the ball. Willis made a touch down and a goal kick was made. EJ then kicked off and a pass from Willis to Rutledge made a touchdown, The kick for point failed. At the end of the quarter the score was 33-0 in favor of Grass Lake.

In the second quarter a pass from EJ was caught by Willis, who ran a straight 35 yards with the help of the team and made a touchdown. A pass to Snyder was made for a point. GL kicked off. Beemer soon got the ball and made a touchdown. The pass from Willis to Rutledge made a point. At the end of the half the score stood 47-0.


The third quarter was started by GL kicking off. Beemer caught a punt and made a touchdown. The point was missed. GL kicked off and EJ received. Dean got the ball and made a touchdown. Once more the team missed making the point. Snyder soon had the chance to make his first touchdown of the season and the pass failed. Score 71-0.

…… The final score was 89-0. The boys should remember that over confidence generally does not help or win a game.

