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Local Tidbits  --  July 12, 1928


Michigan Center—Work has been started on the new business block which Judge Smith is erecting on the corner of Fifth and Grand streets. This will be a big improvement over the old building which has served the community so many years.  Fishermen don’t seem to have much luck on Michigan Center and the nearby lakes, but the bathers are coming into their own now that it is getting warmer.


Waterloo—William H. Marsh was born at Sharon, Aug. 22, 1850, and departed this life July 4 at the age of 77 years, 10 months. When a small boy he moved with his parents to Waterloo where he made his home since. On June 5, 1877, he was married to Iris Huddler, who died July 28, 1883. Three children were born to this union: William, of Minneapolis; John, deceased and Mrs. Ila Bennett of Lansing. On April 27, 1884, he was married to Anna Fox, who preceded him in death three months ago. This union was blessed with seven children, Henry dying in infancy; Truman of Fitchburg; Mrs. Mabel Sager, of Grass Lake; Mrs. Helen Harkness of Leslie; Eunice and Louie at home. The funeral was held Friday at the First U.B. church in Waterloo.

Many inquiries have been made concerning re-registration. In towns or townships of 5,000 or more every one must register the year of the presidential elections. In towns or townships of less than 5,000 it is not necessary to register unless the town or township passes such a resolution on or before April 15. No resolution has been passed in Munith, but if any one has moved in since the last presidential election, he or she must register.

A barn dance will be held at Herman Bohne’s Saturday night, July 14. Everybody invited.

 The annual reunion of the Dorr, Craft and Cook schools will be held at Akin’s landing, Big Wolf Lake, Aug. 14. 
O.I. Gregg, landscape specialist at M.S.C., was at the David and Raymond Crouch farm Wednesday where he conducted a demonstration. In the afternoon he conducted a demonstration at the farm of Mrs. Patrick Hammond, Henrietta.

The Home Convenience Truck from Michigan State College will stop at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Clark on July 20 at two o’clock. The truck is known as a Home Convenience Truck because it has exhibits of a lighting system, water system, model kitchen and bathroom. There is also a working model of a septic tank. People who are interested in these things are invited to attend the meeting, which will be held on the lawn and will last about 1 ½ hours.

Dr. and Mrs. W.L. Foust, Mr. and Mrs. M.M. Van Every, Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Mellencamp, and Mr. and Mrs. Roy Smith enjoyed a pleasant evening at the J.M. Fuller cottage at Pleasant lake. Bridge was the diversion for the evening. 

Michigan Center—Much enthusiasm was shown among the 1928 graduating class with the results of the recent school vote as they understand they are now able to attend any college without taking an entrance examination in 15 high school subjects.

In the death of Alpheus A. Welch of Grand Rapids, Sunday, there was removed a pioneer of Grass Lake township and probably the oldest member of the Masonic order in Michigan. Mr. Welch had been a member of Excelsior lodge, No. 116, for about 70 years. The deceased came to Grass Lake 80 years ago with his parents, his father taking up land from the government here. Mr. Welch, who was 91 years old, left this village about 12 years ago to make his home in Grand Rapids. Two sons, Blaine and Floyd; one daughter, Mrs. George Vannard, all of Grand Rapids, survive. The funeral was held in Grand Rapids with burial in our West Cemetery.
Grass Lake Bakery has recently installed a new high speed bread mixer which greatly improves the quality of the bread. The machine is an Allison Century high speed bread mixer with a speed of 70 revolutions per minute and a capacity of 300 loaves at a time. The results of using this mixer are a finer texture; a softer loaf’ thinner crust; bread keeps better, cuts better and makes better toast.

Mrs. George Rank was a delightful hostess to the members of the What-So-Ever Club of the Federated Church and their friends at her cottage at Pleasant lake, Wednesday afternoon with 51 guests present. The hostess invited the guests to take a launch ride around the lake after which a bountiful supper was served about 5 o’clock. The launch ride was much enjoyed.

Leoni—Nancy, a valuable young horse owned by Ransom Billings, died Friday night following a week of intense suffering. The ailment of this noble and beautiful animal was pronounced ulcers of the liver. Nancy was one of a matched team of bays raised on the Billings farm. The gentle and high degree of intelligence possessed by Nancy caused her to be much loved and highly prized by Mr. Billings and naturally her owner feels his loss keenly.

St. Jacob’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, located near Waterloo, will celebrate the 75th  anniversary of the church building this coming Sunday with a double service. The church building was partly erected in 1853. Rev. R. Koch, the pastor, states there will be services in the morning at 10:30, the sermon being delivered in the German language. The afternoon service held at 3 o’clock will be in the English language.
In glancing over the files of The News of 25 years ago an ordinance was found which makes it unlawful “for any person to run a wheelbarrow or handcart or ride a bicycle on the sidewalks within the corporate limits of Grass Lake, or to drive a horse or horses, or run an automobile on the streets within the said village at a rate of speed greater than six miles per hour.”
Firemen Are Victors


Prompt and efficient work of the Grass Lake fire department saved the farm home of Frank Ferris, three miles east of Grass Lake, Thursday afternoon after the building had been struck by lightning.


The fire had gained such headway that before the fire department arrived it was believed the flames could not be checked. Instead, however, the blaze, a stubborn fight, was finally under control.


The fire department was summoned during the height of the electrical storm and the trip over the wet pavement was rather hazardous. The flames had spread through the roof of the upright of the house and had started on the wing when the firemen arrived. A tank at the barn and a cistern were used as a source of obtaining water which was pumped upon the flames and in addition 120 gallons of chemicals were used.


The family, believing the house was doomed, removed the furnishings with the help of passersby. While the extent of the loss cannot be ascertained, the complete destruction would have entailed a loss of many thousands of dollars. Robert Hagadon suffered burns to one leg while fighting the flames on the roof.

Boat Wreck in 1865 Vividly Portrayed


The Houghton and Calumet Mining Gazette recently contained an interesting article relative to E.H. Fargo, a former resident of Grass Lake, but now of Lansing, who tells of a trip to Houghton in 1865. Mr. Fargo is now 80 years old, nearly blind and quite deaf. He was an employee of the Smith & Harris company of Houghton in 1865, the firm doing a general mercantile business. Mr. Fargo recently wrote to Houghton to ascertain if any of the employees of the company at that time are still alive. He forwarded a copy of a photograph of the employees of the old Smith & Harris company and the same will be presented to the Keweenaw Historical Society. In a letter Mr. Fargo interestingly describes the boat trip to Houghton. He writes:
     “I will give you a short account of my trip to Houghton in 1865. This was the time that I was going to work for Smith & Harris. I left Detroit on Aug. 8, 1865, on the steamer Meteor and arrived on Lake Huron on the morning of the 9th. At 9 o’clock p.m. we ran into the Pewabic, which was on her way to Detroit. She sank very quickly. I was sitting in the cabin watching the people dance when the crash came. I crossed the cabin as quickly as possible, opened my state room door and then the cabin window just in time to see a life boat on the stern of the steamer go out of sight. The bow of our boat was stoved quite badly, which we repaired the best we could under the circumstances.

     We laid there all night and picked up 102 passengers out of the water. Two were dead from exposure. These passengers were taken aboard the Mohawk the next morning and sent to Detroit. We went through to Sault Ste. Marie, where we arrived about 6 o’clock. The boat pulled up to the last dock where the carpenters worked all night trying to place the boat in condition to finish the journey. The next morning the water was let into the locks and the boat was raised and ready to proceed when by some unfortunate circumstance it took fire in the hold and had to be abandoned. The passengers were obliged to remove their belongings and continue on the Northern Light, which arrived in Houghton about the 12th or 13th of August, 1865.”

      In concluding his letter, Mr. Fargo said: “I had a good position and should have kept it at that time regardless of my parents. They, Smith & Harris, were nice people to work for. Mr. Harris and his daughter visited our home in Grass Lake.”

Poultry Notes  --  July 1928


Cleanliness is one of the chief factors in success with poultry.


Keep the coops for the small chicks at a distance from the hen house.


Now that the warm days have come the young chicks will appreciate plenty of shade and fresh water.


The nesting boxes should be in the darkest part of the hen house, and should face away from the door.


On alfalfa or clover is the best place to raise chicks. Too valuable for that? Shucks, no. An acre, divided in two fields, so the fowls can be rotated, will take care of 500 chicks.


Skim milk and yellow corn meal are good feeds for young chicks if there is plenty of tender green feed within reach.


In-breedng seems to be more harmful with turkeys than any other species of fowls. A gobbler can ordinarily take care of 15 or 16 hens.


If your hens have nests where the sun shines on them try to get the eggs as soon as they are laid, for one hour’s sunshine directly on eggs will reduce the quality. Gather them carefully.


Sprinkle a little carbolic acid in the hens’ dust bath occasionally. After each rain stir the dust and make it fine again.


Permanganate of potash makes a good addition to the drinking water. Enough should be used to make the water a claret color.


It is not too late to plant Essex rape for fall feed. Let the rape grow from five to six inches high before turning the poultry in the patch or they will kill it out.


Growing chicks need plenty of fresh water, a clean range and shade. An orchard that is sodded is one of the best chicken runs.


One of the best foods for making hens lay is lean meat. When the supply of eggs begins to fall, stop all other foods and feed lean meat or liver.

ADS –


HEADACHE Relieved Quickly—Carter’s Little Liver Pills. Purely Vegetable Laxative move the bowels free from pain and unpleasant after effects. They relieve the system of constipation poisons which many times cause a dull and aching head. Remember they are a doctor’s prescription and can be given with absolute confidence to every member of the family. All Druggists 25 Cents and 75 cents. Red Packages.


MOSQUITO BITES. Try Hanford’s Balsam of Myrrh. Money back for first bottle if not suited. All dealers.


CUTICURA, Best For Both Mother and Child. Regular use of the Soap, assisted by the Ointment when required, not only cleanses and purifies the skin of children and adults, but tends to prevent clogging of the pores, the common cause of pimples and other unsightly conditions. Sold Everywhere.


ASTHMA.  Dr. Kellogg’s Asthma Remedy for the prompt relief of Asthma and Hay Fever. Ask your druggist for it. 25 cents and one dollar. Write for Free Sample. Northrop & Lyman Co., Buffalo, N.Y.


$1 Will Put You Back On Your Feet. If you have sore feet. Cracked unhealing toes. Aggravating foot sores. Raw, irritated tissue. Excessive perspiration. “PEDERMO will do the deed. One dollar brings this amazing treatment postpaid, with our genuine money back guarantee. Mail cash, check or money order to DOREEN Co. Jackson, Mich.


FRECKLE OINTMENT for real satisfaction. It does the work. $1.25 and 65 cents. Kremola Face Cream. Dr. C.H. Berry Co., Chicago.
