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Local Correspondence  Feb 2, 1928


Leoni—Mrs. Carl Coolbaugh is ill at her home east of the village. Mrs. L.W. Coolbaugh spent Monday in Jackson as guest of Mrs. Ray Bailey. Carl Cooper, of Lansing, visited at the home of his sister, Mrs. B.W. Hewlett.  A card party sponsored by Popular Hive No. 804, L.O.T.M. will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Parrott, Friday evening. 


Francisco—Miss Helen Bohne, of Ann Arbor, was home to spend the week-end with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Bohne.  Mrs. Carrie Rank visited Sunday at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bohne.


North West Grass Lake—Miss Esther Willis, of Detroit, spent the week-end with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. P.S. Willis. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rhees and children, Mr. and Mrs. Lou Myers, of Michigan Center, and Mrs. Will Beemer were entertained at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Beemer Monday evening. Mr. and Mrs. Gus Gutekunst are spending part of the week in Lansing as delegates to the Farmers Institute.  The Sewing Circle met at the Welch school Friday with only three in attendance.


South Waterloo—The play “Poor Father” will be given at the Gleaners Hall in Waterloo Friday evening for the benefit of the Mt. Hope church. The Waterloo orchestra will furnish the music. Mr. and Mrs. E. Moeckel, Miss Clara Baldwin, Mrs. A.W. Siegrist and Mrs. H. Rothwin attended the Ladies Aide Society at the home of Walter Vickory on Tuesday.  Russell Stoker had a little accident Sunday when his car turned over on the Mt. Hope corners.

Mt. Pleasant—Jake Straub slipped and fell on some ice Saturday, while carrying a milk can, injuring one leg slightly. Elmer Horsfal assisted him with his milk route. The new pastor at the Mt. Pleasant church, Rev. Snyder, seems to be well liked by the congregation.


Sharon—Donald Irwin, of Chelsea, spent the week-end with his father, Max Irwin. Several in this vicinity are busy filling their ice-houses this week. The P.T.A. of Irwin school met with Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wahr last Friday evening. Following the business meeting progressive games were played which were enjoyed by both parents and pupils. Prizes were given to Mrs. Oscar Bahnmiller and Roland Haselschwerdt; consolation to Miss Ethel Brestle and William Alber.


South Grass Lake—Mr. and Mrs. Loyal Walker passed Sunday with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Dorr, of East Grass Lake. Leonard DeVerna began his work with the Central Auto Company, of Jackson. Lynn Henderson has taken up work for the Grand Union Tea Company in this locality. The Home Economics Club met at the home of Mrs. Harry Coppernoll.


South Leoni—Leon and Lewis Lockwood spent Sunday at the Roy Lee home. Robert Noon spent Tuesday in Lansing attending the Michigan Fine Wool Breeders Association. Charles Carlson is confined to his bed. The supper at Cooper school Friday evening was attended by about 75 persons. 


Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Ray have returned to Grass Lake from Tampa, Fla., where they were called by the illness and death of Mr. Ray’s brother-in-law, James Nims. The body will remain in the vault until spring when interment will be made.
Series of Special Services at Federated Church


February is to be “Go to Church Month” at the Federated church in Grass Lake and a number of appropriate topics have been selected for each Sunday service. Morning services will begin at 10 o’clock and evening services at 7:30. The dates and subjects are:


Feb. 5—“Youth”. Morning: “Youth and Christianity”.


Feb. 12—“Father and Son”. Morning: “Keeping in Touch”. Evening: “Abraham Lincoln”.  Tableaux: “At Country’s Call”.


Feb. 19—“World”. Morning: “The Present Crisis”.


Feb. 26—First Sunday in Lent. Morning: “Whence Art Thou?” Evening: “The Way of the Cross”.  Tableaux: “Savior, Pilot Me.”

To Hold Kraut Supper

A sauer kraut supper will be served at the Close schoolhouse Thursday evening, Feb. 9, followed by a good program. Miss Lydia Koebbe, a returned missionary from China, will be the principal speaker. Miss Koebbe will exhibit a number of Chinese novelties, depicting life in the Orient. The supper is being given under the auspices of the Rural Community Club, the proceeds to be applied on payments on the school piano. A number of musical numbers will be given during the evening. The Close school is one-half mile south of Grey Tower.
Community Doings of 44 Years Ago—Items published herewith are just as they appeared in the NEWS January 31, 1884.

There were 381 marriages recorded in Jackson county in 1883. A decrease of 66 from 1882.


Last Thursday night was the coldest of the season—about 15 below zero.


Miss Cora Faulkner is teaching a very successful term of school in the Self neighborhood.


Mrs. Hattie Clark, we are sorry to announce, will hereafter make her home in Jackson, where she gives instruction to a large class of instrumental music.


January 23rd as mail carrier J.D. Rodgers was enroute between Chelsea and Stockbridge, his sleigh capsized and he was caught fast beneath it. The horse ran away and plunged through a fence, inflicting injuries to Mr. Rodgers, which may prove fatal.

Morris O’Brien of Leoni sold on Tuesday to F.G. Larzalere his fine 5 year-old bay gelding for $250, and now Mr. L. and family will take pleasure in riding behind one of the finest roadsters hereabouts, being gentle and capable of making a mile inside of three minutes.

Mrs. J.B. Hewlett has left us amidst all the excitement to accept a position in the prison at Jackson.


The petty thief has no regard for laws and the laboring man. All that is valuable is disturbed by the midnight prowler. Corn, wheat, hams and tools are stolen from different parties every week in the Waterloo community, and gun traps are being fixed in granaries and smoke houses to protect home supplies of the farmers.


Another old pioneer has gone to his long home. John Pegetz died this morning after a short illness. He came from Switzerland 50 years ago and has helped many of his relatives to cross the waters to America, and now in his 86th year, said he was going home to his native land to return no more. The place of his nativity, which he called home, seemed sacred to his mind’s eye, and his childhood days seemed vividly portrayed in his dying moments.

Died in Waterloo, January 4, 1884, Mary M., wife of E.S. Robinson, aged 79 years. Deceased had resided in Waterloo forty years. She has left to mourn their loss her husband, with whom she has walked life’s journey for 60 years, and two daughters, besides many friends. A devoted wife, an affectionate mother, and a true friend has crossed the river to meet her children and many other loved ones who have gone before. “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”


The icy conditions of the roads make sleighing pretty good again. Lots of fun on the lake yesterday afternoon sleigh riding and skating.


Frank Robinson’s little son, of Francisco, has recovered from scarlet fever.


Snow is gone and wheat looks green and vigorous, with fair prospects for a good crop.


Peach growers in different parts of the state say the bud has been nipped and that the crop of 1884 will be a slim one.


Woodchuck money is all gone from the treasury, and now the boys are going to vote more in at the spring election and save the pelts to count.


S. Girard Smith has been wrestling with the ague for the past week or two, being confined to his home. In the meantime his young son is delivering milk for him.

A soap “faker” stopped off between trains here last Thursday forenoon, and in a very short time scooped in $15, leaving two of our citizens poorer in purse but wiser in experience.

A horse belonging to Christian Walz, of Waterloo, lay down on the ice while crossing Portage lake and would neither get up nor die until he had lain four hours, and then got up and went home. No disease could be detected and no cause assigned for the strange freak.


The pastor of Grass Lake Baptist church gratefully acknowledges a surprise of about sixty dollars from the South Leoni district, where he has preached during the summer once in two weeks, and where recently several have been converted in connection with extra meetings.


All old soldiers interested in the organization of a Grand Army post in this village are requested to meet at Good Templars hall next Tuesday evening. Turn out comrades and let us make a grand success of it this time. There are enough old soldiers here and in this vicinity to organize a large post.


Fred Lampp tipped over in a snow bank with a load of hay and had some imperative orders from the “gentleman” he met because he did not roll out of the road for him to pass instanter, and some pretty bold threats were made but no blows exchanged, as expected by the witnesses. Drive slow boys and keep cool on these almost impassable roads.


Sidney Updike, 78, of Leoni, was found mentally incompetent to manage his own affairs by a jury in circuit court. The case, which was bitterly fought, aroused much interest in this vicinity, many witnesses from Grass Lake being among those called. E.J. Marrinane of Grass Lake, was one of the attorneys for the petitioner.


A school teacher in Henrietta township was arrested for whipping a young lady pupil with too much severity, and has been convicted and fined $10 and $25 costs. He has appealed to circuit court.

The Leap Year social and oyster supper given by the Congregational church ladies at the Town Hall last Friday evening is spoken of as a somewhat novel and very enjoyable affair and fairly well attended. Each one paid five cents on entering the hall, and numbered. Each gentleman was weighed, and the lady holding the corresponding number of the gentleman paid for his supper at the rate of one-fifth of a cent a pound, thus varying the price of the supper considerably. It is to be presumed that small men were in demand. We hear of one lady who drew a 270 pound man, and whose united weight must have been pretty well up towards 500 pounds. Good music and interesting recitations were also furnished.

Adlets—February 9, 1928


Found—Tire on Mt. Hope road Wednesday. Owner may have same by proving property and paying for this ad. Call at News Office.


For Sale Cheap—Two hundred egg incubator in good condition. Phone 7703.


For Sale—Quantity of hay on the A.L. Holden farm. Call Albert Wahr, Grass Lake, R. 1.


For Sale—400 bundles corn stalks, H. McColgan, Phone 5502.


For Sale—High Grade Jersey cow, calf by side. Geo. Maute, Phone 9811.


Wanted—Ten Jersey or Guernsey cows. Give all particulars in first letter. Van Schoyck Bros. R. 9, Jackson.


For Rent—Two houses. Inquire News office.


Wanted—Beans and Clover Seed. Grass Lake Farmers Elevator Co.

The Little Magnet—Activities of Grass Lake Schools, February 9, 1928


“In the Grades” (before high school)—Those neither absent nor tardy for the first semester are: Betty Carter, Ella Plummer, Betty Smith, Earl Sibson, Ruth Shelly, Ruth Taylor, Caroleen Taylor and Virginia Worden. Winifred Jones and Elizabeth Wolpert  were tardy once.


Robert Stanley has returned to school after an absence of several weeks. 


DeVon Moore and Robert Stanley have been chosen president and vice president of the “Wide-Awakes” for the month of February.


The following students have an “A” average for the first semester:  Grace Mellencamp, Lois Rohrer, Virginia Worden, Wallace Walker, Ruth Shelly and Ella Plummer.


The following students have a “B” average for the first semester: Room I—Edwin Farr, John Bothwell, Esther Clark, Virginia Green, Donald Kosteff, Forest Dorr, Mattie Butterfield, Evelyn Frinkle, Marilyn Kendall, William Wellhoff.


Room II—Grace Jones, Dorothy Fuller, Vera DeMilde, Edna Butterfield, Lucile Wolfe.

Room III—Gladys Wilcox, Ruth Farr, James Rohrer, Blendean Himes, Doris Seeger, Harry Worden, Leo Walker, Reana Sibson, Carol Glenn, W.H. O’Connor, Edward Schroeder, Thomas DeMilde, Velma Crates, Mildred Karn, Carl Schoening.


Room IV—Ruth Taylor, Betty Carter, Caroleen Taylor, Charlotte Rutledge, Regina DeMilde, Edna Dwelle, Marie Maurer, Elizabeth Smith, Ila Belle Zick, Enid McCurdy.


Grades V and VI—Perfect attendance for semester: Kenneth Baker, Velma Crates, Austin Hustler, Grace Mellencamp, W.H. O’Connor, Earl Russell, Lois Rohrer, Carl Schoening, Edward Schroeder, Ronald Shinaberry, Reana Sibson, Myron Smith, Harry Worden, Leo Walker. 


The total number of high school students at the present enrollment is 84.


Miss Marion Butler, History and Latin teacher, was called to her home in Cedar Springs because of the serious illness of her mother. During her absence Rev. E.C. Stringer will substitute.


Friday, Feb. 10, from 11 to 12 a.m., a program for the grade school children will be given from station WJZ, New York, through station WJR Detroit. It will be made possible to the Grass Lake schools through the courtesy of J.M. Fuller. It will be given over the RCA radio in the high school auditorium. The parents of school children and general public are invited.

Golden Wedding Is Quietly Observed  February 16, 1928


Married 50 years ago in this village, Mr. and Mrs. U.V. Shelly quietly celebrated their golden wedding anniversary at their home on Sunday, the best wishes of their many friends and neighbors being extended during the day and numerous gifts of flowers serving to brighten the occasion.


Mr. and Mrs. Shelly are among the pioneer residents of the village. Mr. Shelly was born in Ohio and came to Grass Lake at an early age with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. David Shelly. As a youth he attended the school of this village. Mrs. Shelly was born in Germany and when three years old she came to the United States with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Casper Hurst, the family locating in Francisco.


For the past 35 years Mr. Shelly has been engaged in the general mercantile business in this village. With the exception of a short time Mr. and Mrs. Shelly have always resided in Grass Lake. They have one son, Frank, who is engaged with his father in business.


A dinner was a feature of the anniversary observance, Sunday, the guests being Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shelly and children. Mr. Shelly is 76 and his wife is 72.

Former Grass lake Man Breaks Record    February 16, 1928

Otis H. Cooper, of Ontario, Calif, son of Mr. and Mrs. S.E. Cooper, of Grass Lake, is believed to have set a new record for tonnage yield per acre for five-year-old Simms peaches at his ranch near the California town.


The Daily Report of Ontario, Calif., states that Mr. Cooper’s five acre orchard yielded 64 tons of peaches or nearly 13 tons to the acre. It cost Mr. Cooper $2.43 per ton for picking the 64 tons. Mr. Cooper set out the record breaking grove himself. The entire yield was marketed at the Ontario cannery and there was less than 200 pounds of No. 2’s.


Peach growing is a side line with Mr. Cooper as he specializes in growing garden truck and oranges. He expects a large crop next summer from a five-acre grove of Truscans, which are now four years old.


Mr. Cooper has been a resident of California the past 10 years. He was born in Grass Lake and received his education in the local schools. He has many friends in this village and vicinity who will be pleased to learn of his success in the western state.

Pioneer Resident of Village Dies    February 16, 1928


Surrounded by those whose loving companionship had made happy her years, Mrs. Mary Carlton passed away Tuesday morning, Feb. 14, at her home in Grass Lake.

Deceased was a daughter of George and Delia Lord and was born March 1, 1856, in Grass Lake village. Her parents were among those who founded the first of the beautiful homes and successful business ventures of the pioneer days of this community.


On Jan. 1, 1893, she was married to Monroe Guy Carlton, at that time the editor of The Grass Lake News and a well known author. Mr. Carlton died in 1918.


Mrs. Carlton was a life long member of the Congregational church and one of its most devoted adherents. Her faithful service as an officer of the different societies of the church, one of which she still held at the time of her death, made her a member who will be greatly missed. Reared in a home of Christian ideals she was true to all that was best in her church, her home and her community.


There survive one daughter, Lois Delia, wife of Dewey Weaver, of Grass Lake; four sisters, Mrs. Florence Goss of Billings, Mont.; Mrs. Carrie VanOmeran of Gardner, Mass.; Mrs. Sophia Askew and Mrs. Harriet Shaler of Grass Lake, also numerous nieces and nephews and many friends.


“And a book of remembrance was written for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His name.”
Leonard DeVerna Now With Knight Company


Friends of Leonard DeVerna, of Grass Lake, will be pleased to learn that he is now associated as salesman with the Jackson Knight Co., Jackson county sales office for the Willys-Knight and Whippet cars. Both cars rank high in the automobile field. The Willys-Knight car has long been looked upon as a car beyond the reach of the masses and this is the first year that the machine has been built at a price which places it upon a competitive basis with lower priced cars. The sleeve valve motor is an engineering accomplishment which does away with practically all troubles common to the automobile engine. The absence of valves and the accompanying tappets does away with the noise of the poppet valve so common in cars of this type. Carbon has no effect upon the engine but in fact acts as a seal which tends to make for smoother operation. Persons interested in the new model Willys-Knight or Whippet are invited to communicate with Mr. DeVerna who will be pleased to give a demonstration.
Community Doings of 44 Years Ago—February 21, 1884

Beef eaters will soon have to pay 15 cents a pound, the price of beef cattle having advanced.


Waterloo farmers are afraid that wheat has been damaged by the sleet and ice during the past two weeks.


Edward Croman sold his farm to a Mr. Welch of Lyndon for $5,700 last week and is going to Dakota this spring. His goods sold well at the auction.


An interesting temperance meeting was held at Town Hall Sunday evening. Addresses were delivered by the clergymen of this village, and notwithstanding the rain the hall was nearly full.


There are many stars seen in the day time by falling on the ice, but the experiment does not always please the observer, some having been seriously injured. One old lady fell and broke both bones in her wrist, and many others complain of hurts and fun alternately—fun for others, I mean.


The Grass Lake Sheep Breeder Association have determined to hold another sheep shearing festival this spring, and have fixed upon Saturday, May 31, as the date, somewhat later than last year, but with the hope that the weather will be more congenial than it was when the festival was held last spring. It is to be hoped that every farmer and sheep breeder hereabouts will take hold of this matter and make it a grand success.


Smoke house thieves ought not to prosecute their avocation when it is very slippery without having rubbers on. One took a 30 pound ham from Ball’s smoke house last Thursday night about 1 o’clock, but while making way with it fell and the occupants of the house were awakened, and the thief was frightened away with only a shoulder, and has not put in an appearance since. Other parties in the neighborhood have met with similar losses by midnight prowlers, and are bound to have this thing stopped.

Waterloo had some sad tidings to report with other news of the day. Jacob Lantis, an old pioneer of Michigan, who was taken Saturday with what Dr. Hale pronounced heart disease, died Sunday morning at 6 o’clock. He had been a tiller of the soil for 40 years, and about 10 years ago he sold his farm to L.N. Herrick, and moved with his wife to the little village to enjoy the fruits of their well earned capital, where he has walked the streets in all the pride of being an honest man and a respected citizen. He was a strong temperance man, public spirited, kind to the poor, and the “hub” of the M.E. class at the Mills. Now he has passed over the river and never more can say “come again if you need more”, which was usually his parting words to the needy. He was born in 1808.


An eel was caught in the outlet of the lake Monday afternoon by some boys, but they didn’t like the looks of his eelship and let him go again.


Married in Grass Lake, February 17, 1884, by Rev. Wm Remington, Wm. H. Lockwood and Miss Ada May Walldroff, both of Leoni township. (Note to Linda’s siblings: William is our great-uncle, Clarence’s brother.)


They had quite a scare in North Sharon last week at Mr. Vogedings. The straw stack tipped over and Henry, a young man, and son of Mr. Vogedings, had been around the barn a short time before, and could not be found, it was supposed he was under the stack. Mr. Vogedings and a neighbor or two worked very hard for about an hour, when Henry innocently came home. He had been visiting at a neighbors, where there were some interesting young ladies. 


The young people had a fine time last Friday evening. About 20 gathered at Goose Lake armed with skates and sleds, and enjoyed the fine sport of skating and riding on sleds. As they were getting in the sleigh to start for home the horses backed up, throwing Miss Kittie Eckard from the front end of the box and under the horses, striking on her head, and receiving several injuries. She was insensible when picked up and remained so during the night. Dr. Hale was summoned and she is now slowly improving.
Correspondence, February 1928


Munith from Miss Winona Coons—The Gregory high school basket ball team played with the Munith high school team Saturday evening at Munith. The score was 7 to 16 in favor of Gregory. An accident occurred in front of the post office about 7:30 Saturday evening when a Buick sedan with no tail light started to back into the road as Vaughn Baxter, driving a Ford roadster, was almost to him. Baxter turned to the left of the sedan but when the driver saw him instead of continuing to back he went forward damaging the Ford to quite an extent and the sedan had one flat tire.

South Grass Lake from Claude Ellis—Sherman, young son of Mr. and Mrs. Porcupile, is on the sick list. Marjorie DeVerna is absent from the Ninevah school on account of illness.  Milton Henderson is confined to the house with lumbago. Mrs. Harry Coppernoll is numbered among the sick ones.


Waterloo from Mrs. Victor Moeckel—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mollenkoph and family, of Jackson, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. George Rentchler. Milton Riethmiller spent Sunday in Jackson. Mr. and Mrs. Meryl Moeckel, of Jackson, spent Sunday with their father, here.


Leoni from Mrs. W.H. Bates—A seven pound son, Melvin Dale, was born Saturday to Mr. and Mrs. George Thrasher. Mrs. Shirley Taylor entertained the Leoni Mother’s Club at her home Thursday. About 40 members and guests partook of a sumptuous dinner at noon, which was followed by a short business meeting. Roll call was responded to by quotations from Lincoln and Washington. Games, contests and stunts were diversions. Mrs. Warren Musbach was the winner in the guessing contest.


Francisco from Mrs. Henry Frey—Arthur Wahl has rented the Schaible farm south of Chelsea and is planning to move soon from the Fred C. Mensing farm. G.F. Bracey, of Jackson, who has been operating a saw mill near Waterloo has had some of his men delivering wood in Grass Lake and Francisco.


Mt. Pleasant from Mrs. Alta Vincent—George Morey and Bert Easler went on a motor trip to Toledo last Sunday. A grandson is staying with Mrs. Morey during their absence. Mr. and Mrs. Roy Garred called at Albert Sawdey’s one day last week.


Clear Lake from Mrs. Carl Straub—Mrs. John Riemenschneider is quite ill. Mrs. James Richards is ill. Carl Straub and Nelson Peterson are filling their ice houses this week. A Valentine party was held at the Palmer school. Popcorn, candy and apples were served at the conclusion.

South Waterloo from Miss Thelma Burns—Carl Harveth had the misfortune of cutting two arteries in his leg Thursday. Dick Moeckel and son, Glenn, spent Monday evening at the Stoker home. There was no school at the Mt. Hope school Tuesday.


Jennie, wife of James Morrissey, died at her home in Grass Lake township last Thursday. There survive, besides the husband, three sons, John and Will at home; Robert of Jackson, and one daughter, Mary at home. Funeral services were held at St. Mary’s church at Chelsea, Monday.


The Boy Scouts had a hike last Tuesday night after school and Robert Dwelle passed the tests and is now a second class scout. Albert Kelly passed four of his tests and will be a second class Scout. If any of the Scouts would like to take their tests, they are asked to make arrangements with the Scoutmaster and he will give them. Every boy that wishes to continue the scout work must be a second class scout by March 1 or take his tenderfoot tests over.


Bessie Lake from Mrs. Samuel Lutz—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Raby are the proud parents of a son, Robert Frank. Sam Lutz expects to deliver a truck load of wood at Evan’s lake for W.W. Tefft of the Tippecanoe club at Bessie lake.

