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Community Doings of 44 Years Ago --  1884


Grover Cleveland has a cousin who lives in Brooklyn, Mich., in the person of Mrs. Geo. W. Adams.


While Elder McIlwain and son were crossing the railroad near the depot at Chelsea last Friday, their horse took fright, running away and throwing both out injuring them quite severely.


Hanson Hill, of Napoleon, died on the 19th of heart disease, aged 70 years. The deceased was born at Deruyter, N.Y., and in 1831 removed to Michigan with his father,  who was one of the first settlers in Washtenaw county, and practiced law at Manchester for many years.

A party of eight Leoni gentlemen went to Wolf Lake last Thursday and enjoyed a two-day fish and hunt. They report having a splendid time and all are unanimous in the belief that more solid enjoyment can be had by a few days healthful sport like this than any other way, and at little or no expense.


Crandall A. Fish, of Fishville, has harvested and threshed his crop of wheat and considering its bad appearance the fore part of the season, has yielded well, being an average of 25 bushels per acre. The threshing was done by Ollie Smith in a very satisfactory manner.


W. Beeman of Waterloo, has shut down his tile factory for the present on account of the engine not working satisfactorily.


John Walz, of Waterloo, is shipping large quantities of whortleberries, keeping two teams on the road all the time.


David Shelly came over from Stockbridge last Wednesday and remained until Monday morning. He has charge of the new brick yard over there, and has got the first kiln burnt in good shape, and says they are extra fine quality.


Wolfe Lake is getting to be quite a summer resort.

C. Davenport will make it lively the fellow who took his wheel barrel if it is not returned soon.


Mrs. M. Riethmiller, an old and respected resident of Waterloo, died at her home July 30. She leaves 12 grown up children.


J.W. Hewitt, of Jackson, Saturday sold his pair of well known trotters, Wildcat and mate, to J.W. Washington, of the City of Mexico for $1,500. The horses were shipped from here Monday.


On Tuesday, Ray Matthews, a one armed man of Jackson, while picking huckleberries at Michigan Center, was struck on one leg by a Massaugua. Dr. Brown promptly treated him and he is out of danger.


Mrs. Soper, of Waterloo, a 34 lb. item in shape of a badger has appeared in several papers, but the heroic manner in which she killed it beats John’s burglary capture. She heard a terrible commotion in the hen coop in the middle of the night, got up and proceeded to the coop, club in hand, to investigate, and instead of finding a two-legged chicken thief, discovered an immense badger, which she succeeded in killing with her club after a long, hard fight. It had killed 13 hens.


John Johnson returned home Saturday after traveling in the west for several weeks selling Hill’s Medicines. He reports crops looking remarkably good through the section traveled by him.


The Grass Lake Cornet Band contemplates getting nearly an entire set of new instruments before long. Our citizens should take pride in the organization and be liberal with them. All enjoy good music, but it cannot be had without some outlay.


William Marsh, of Waterloo township, found a human skeleton in an old trunk five feet below the surface while digging a cellar a few days ago. They are supposed to be those of an old soldier named Huddler, who mysteriously disappeared in that locality a number of years ago. The matter will be investigated.


A tramp broke into Hanna’s hotel at Leoni early last Thursday morning, stole a small amount of money, helped himself to eatables and drinkables, and succeeded in getting away, although hotly pursued by Mr. Hanna with his shot-gun for some distance.


A large party of ladies went to Wolf lake Tuesday afternoon to eat cake and have a nice time all by themselves, without any horrible men around to bother them. They arrived there just in time to have a good shower bath, the soaking rain coming at about that time, after which they returned home with their goodies, and they do not say they were a rather damp looking procession.

Bertie Dowling, the boy who had his arm taken off by the train cars four weeks ago, is able to be out again.


We have wondered what makes the night passenger trains make such short stops and the passengers are so anxious to get through the station. The reason has just come to light. Mr. Sweet, the night operator, is learning to play the violin.


Those attending the teachers’ institute at Hanover can obtain board and lodging for 50 cents per day.

Obituary  --  Mrs. Louise Straub  --  August 1928


Mrs. Louise Straub, nee  Heselschwerdt, was born July 26, 1860,in Wuerttemberg, Germany. When a young lady she sought the blessings of a larger field of opportunity and thus emigrated to America in 1879, settling in the vicinity of her long established home in Jackson county, Michigan.


In 1880 she was married to Philipp Fauser who for but a few years shared with her the joys and blessings of family life; in 1884 the husband was taken from her by death. This union was blessed with three children, all of whom are living. In 1885 the mother was once again united in marriage to Benjamin Straub which union was blessed with nine children. She found in him a faithful companion until death again brought sorrow into the home by taking the husband at a time of great need.

Mother Straub had been endowed with a strong physique. In the days of her health she would toll incessantly until the sweat of her brow would permit it no longer. Her greatest joy was vested in the fact that she had become the happy mother of 12 children, two of whom, however, preceded her in death.


About 21 years ago certain ailments came over her which seemingly did not prove to be of long standing. Slowly and progressively, however, the disease wrought its way into her system until she became an invalid. No one anticipated the years of suffering and affliction she had to endure. Unanswering faith in God and hope in a future life became her trust.  She found great comfort and happiness throughout her illness in the faithful attendance by her husband and children.


Because of the increasing intensity of pain and suffering she longed to be relieved from it praying God that He might take her home.


It was a great shock to the mother when in 1917 death snatched away the youthful life of her boy, John, who had been of much help and service to her. Again after years of lingering sufferings another shock blasted her hopes when her second husband was called to his final summons in November, 1927.

Since then Mother Straub made her home with the oldest child, Mrs. Katie Walz, of Grass Lake, who took care of her till the end came.


After long and patient suffering she peacefully slumbered away on the morning of August 13, 1928, having been a pilgrim on earth 68 years. Thus, her wishes were granted, her prayers answered.


She is survived by ten children, 34 grandchildren, one brother, a large number of relatives and friends. Although she had not reached the scriptural three score and ten yet of her it can truly be said, “her strength was labor and sorrow.”


Rev. F. Ross, of Salem M.E. church, Francisco, officiated at the funeral services at the home of Mrs. K. Walz.

Obituary  --  C..W. Hobart


C.W. Hobart, a resident of Grass Lake many years ago and a brother of E.W. Hobart, of this village, died July 14 at his home in Florida. Mr. Hobart was born in Middlesex, Yates county, N.Y., Feb. 18, 1847, and in 1854 came to Michigan with his parents where he lived with them on the farm near Grass Lake.


After attending high school here he worked on his father’s farm until he went to Kansas in 1871 where he bought a farm of 160 acres, stocked it and built a house and barns. In 1873 he was married to Miss Susan Hamilton, two daughters being born, but both died in early childhood.


Mr. Hobart traded his farm for a section of land to “run sheep” and he followed the sheep industry until his health failed and the doctor advised a change of climate. He moved to Mississippi where he regained his health. In Mississippi he took an active interest in church work, building up scattered Sunday schools giving financial assistance. A pulpit was presented the church by Mr. Hobart together with walnut lumber from his Kansas farm. In presenting the gift to the church Mr. Hobart stated “Little did I think when I faced the blustering snow and wind in going to the saw mill, that this lumber would be used in the building of a pulpit in the south.”

As his throat still troubled him he was advised to move to Florida where his throat ailment improved but other physical troubles developed. In Florida he continued his activities in the Presbyterian church, holding office of elder.

Village Schools to Open Sept. 3, 1928


The Grass Lake schools will open Monday, Sept. 3, at 8:30 for the registration of pupils in all grades for the coming year. Indications are that a record attendance will register this year. Last year showed a 5% increase in attendance which was mostly confined to the elementary building. However, the new gymnasium and other physical improvements have added to the High School equipment and the enrollment there also promises to be large for the ensuing year. The school roster for this year is as follows:


School Board: President, F.H. Shelly. Secretary, Miss Olive Cadwell. Treasurer, W.D. Rowe. Trustees, T.B. Jones and W.A. Shelly.


Superintendent, M.M. Van Every.


High School Faculty:  Principal, English & Mathematics, Doris Shipman.

History-Latin, Marian Butler.   Science, Geometry, Coach, Lester Doming.

Elementary Faculty: Miss Bertha King, Seventh and Eighth grades.

Mrs. Jennie Close, Fifth and Sixth grades.   Miss Nina L. Hilton, Third and Fourth Grades.   Mrs. Adelaide Craft, First and Second Grades.   Mrs. Isabel Messner, Kindergarten, Music, Art.


High School Courses:

Ninth Grade—English, Literature, Science, Algebra I, General Science, Civics.

Tenth Grade—English II, Biology, Geometry, Latin II, History and European History.

Eleventh Grade—English III, Public Speaking, Algebra II, Physics, Modern European History. 

Twelfth Grade—English IV, Chemistry, American History, Economics.

Milk Producers to Form Organization  --  Aug 9, 1928


For the purpose of forming a local organization of the Michigan Milk Producers Association a meeting will be held at Wolfe hall next Wednesday evening at which time B.F. Beach, secretary of the association and W.C. McKinney, who has been engaged in preliminary work, will be present.


It is stated that 90 percent of the farmers and dairymen selling to the Laboratory Products Company, of Grass Lake, are in favor or organizing.


At the meeting an organization will be perfected, officers elected and milk prices discussed. It is stated that the dairymen have better prices in prospect within the next two or three months. It is planned among other things to have the association tester visit Grass Lake at frequent intervals to test milk at the local station.

Obituary  --  Sarah A. Millard


Sarah A. Hause was born at Bridgewater, Washtenaw county, May 24, 1851, and was one of a family of two sons and two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. John Hause.  When she was 12 years of age the family moved to Napoleon where they resided four years. In 1867 the parents purchased a farm in Leoni township which was their home for many years.


In 1871 Miss Hause was united in marriage to Henry Millard, of Leoni. To this union a son and daughter were born. Mrs. Millard was claimed by death August 3, 1928.

With the passing of Mrs. Sarah Hause Millard at her home Friday evening a beautiful life was brought to its close. Though in frail health for a number of years and at times suffering much discomfort, Mrs. Millard greeted each new day with enthusiasm presiding over her home with grace and turning a cheerful face to the world. During her last illness she was tenderly cared for by her family and the end came peacefully, those who were watching at her bedside being scarcely able to discern when her gentle spirit was released from her body. That Mrs. Millard possessed a fine sense of values was evidenced in her well ordered life. She acknowledged her relationship with God. By her the Bible was revered as the word of God and her first thoughts were of the great work of promoting the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

To the kindly man with whom she shared her life for 57 years she was a most devoted wife and ever an inspiration and loyal helper. Upon the lives of the son and daughter the influence of this noble mother is indelibly stamped. Her near survivors are the husband, a son, Floyd, at home, and a daughter, Mrs. Herman Landis of Leoni. Funeral services were held at the home Monday afternoon and were conducted by Rev. William Snyder, pastor of the Leoni M.E. church, who gave a most comforting message. Interment was in Woodlawn cemetery, Jackson.


The abundance of exquisite floral offerings and the presence of many neighbors and friends at the service were a beautiful tribute to the memory of one who was esteemed and loved by many.

Waterloo Township Organized in 1836  --  printed from the GLNews, August, 1928

The township of Waterloo was first organized in March 1836 by the name of East Portage and was changed to its present name in the winter of 1846-47 through the influence of Patrick Hubbard. The first election was held at the residence of Jeremiah Riggs, when 14 voters deposited their ballots. Andrew Correll was chosen as the first supervisor, and Earl Pierce as first town clerk.


Hiram Putman was the first white settler in this township. He took up his residence in 1834, in section 1. He was immediately followed by his brothers, Joseph and Guy, all three men being single. Abram Croman came next in the spring of 1835 with his family. During this same spring three other families came. Patrick Hubbard, Earl Pierce and Andrew Correll. In 1836 quite a few families came among whom were: William Hall, A. Scidmore, Isaac Smith, Casper Artz, Slocum Sayles, Charles F. Graver, Michael Riethmiller, Jacob Hudler, William Paddock, Solomon and Erastus Nichols, Abram McMelon, Jeremiah Riggs, Leonard Van Horn, John Schneckenberger, Gilbert H. States, Jacob Harr, Jacob Boyer, John Jacob and Martin, Jr. Landis, David Williams, Jackson Simpson, Harmon Marsh, A.T. and Samuel Gorton, Anson Updyke, Reuben Croman, Garrett and Jacob Brink, George Ingalls, James Osgood and Felix Hess.


The first sawmill was built by Patrick Hubbard in 1836 and with this he sawed lumber with which to build a cheap grist mill in 1838. Waterloo village contained a store, postoffice, wagon shop, blacksmith shop, school house, two churches (Methodist and Baptist), the former being very fine and several fine dwellings. 


A house for school purposes was built in 1837 in Waterloo village in which Miss Margaret Paddock taught the first school. The German Lutheran church, three miles southwest of Waterloo, was built in 1840 in which Elder Fred Schmidt, of Ann Arbor, preached the first sermon. He also preached in the summer of 1836 the first sermon in the township at the residence of Abram Croman, Sr., also the funeral sermon of Martin Landis, Sr., in November 1839. This was death’s first victim in the township. Elder Hovey (Methodist) was the first local minister in the town. He preached at the residence of Patrick Hubbard. The first marriage was Lathrop Hubbard to Miss Christina Croman, in the winter of 1837-38. Frederick, son of Jacob Landis, was the first white child born in the township, in the fall of 1836. The first postoffice was at Waterloo, in 1838,

P. Hubbard was the postmaster. The first militia company organized at Waterloo in 1836 with Abram McMelon as captain.

In 1843 the cold winter caused immense trouble among the settlers. The cattle died, and even the deer were found frozen. The swamp grass and fallen leaves caught fire in the fall of that year and threatened the houses of the settlers with ruin, however, they fought the fire and saved their homes.

In 1837 the Indians were driven away but before their dispersal, eight or nine warriors were accustomed to gather around the fire and make merry at the expense of the family convenience.  A large German pipe which hung on the wall attracted their attention during one visit. They took it and filled it with “Kinakinet,” struck a light and having passed it around the circle left in peace never to return.


In August 1860, the water in the marsh rose three feet and threatened an inundation but the flood suddenly subsided. In 1874 a destructive fire broke out in the swamp lands, and so rapid was its advance, that over 100 men had to go forth to battle it. They succeeded in saving the homes of many of the settlers.


The soil of Waterloo township is good and the lakes and marshes numerous, the latter making good meadows. The township is situated in the northeast corner of Jackson county and is eight by six miles square. The inhabitants are mainly from New England, New York, Pennsylvania, Germany, England and Ireland.

